And all his 


MAGISTRATES. 


And the 


PROTESTANTS,” 
"Hers they and, all Chriſtendom ms 


ſee the moderation of the Heathen Emperours: tor. 
the Chriſtians in the 650 years before there Was, 
Pope, ſignified by their Letters following in;the: wt 
behalf of the Chriſtians Liberty, which Will: ot it 
up in Judgement againſt the Popes and t oy 
_ perours, and his Magiſtrates, and moſt of 1 ch 
- teſtants, as here you -may. ſee in the re 
their Declarations,and the ſtraitneſle ofthe Ix 
of thoſe called Chriſtians now, and the lar ref 
of the Heathens-then, as concerni bg If: vi 
\ Spirit ro worſhip God, and alſo here y 
- the Heathen were more moderate tg: the ul F 
then the ns ſo caHn are EF oO 
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The Letter of Adrian the Emperor to Minutius Fundanus. _ 


| Have received an Epiſtle written unto me from Greatv 
s BY Seremus Granius our right worthy and welbeloved F537 
4 whoſe oftce you do now execute; Therefore'l perſecus 
l think it not good to leave, this matter without 92.4419 
-F furtier adviſement and circumſpectionto paſle;,' teaft 
| our Subjects be moleſted, and' malicious Sycophants 
EO boJdned and ſupported in their evilz wherefore if the 
Subjects of our Provinces do bring forth any accuſa- 
tion before the Judge againſt the Chriſtians, and can 
prove the thing they object againſt them, let them'do 
the ſame and no more, and otherwiſe for :the name 
| onely, not to impeach them, nor to cry out againſt 
| them; for ſo, more convenient it is, that if any man © 
: will be an accuſer, you to take the accuſation quietly -* - :- :: 
and judge upon the ſame 3 Therefore, if any ſhall 3c 7 
cuſe the Chriſtians, and complain of them as: Malefas 
Qors, doing contrary to the Law, then give you judg- _ | 
ment according to the quality of the crimez but not»  ; *:! 
withſtanding whoſoever upon ſpight ard maliciouſmeſſe *.: 
ſhall commence or cavil againſt them, ſee you correct 
We and puniſh that man for his inordinate and malicious 
FK dealing. , tl rt oo 
This was written above 500 years before there was @ 
| Pope, or urverſal Biſhop in Rome.” a2 | 2593 0; NY 
| The EpifHe of Antonius Piusto the Commons of Aid” * | © ® 
Emperor and Ceſar, Aurelius, Antonins, Augu fins, Araviniung. 
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| pane of 
| |  Pontifix Maximus, Tribune eleven Pimes, Conſul thriaty ao. un: > 
| YE unto the Commons of Alia, greeting, . .. _ ;-:.-"**; Auao 1a 
I Am'very certain that the ed Bike a care of; this, the gd 
| that they which be ſuch thall be knowiy and. nor 
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lie hid;for they do pun 
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C49 , hos 
iſht What will not worſhip 
, | {& lore vex and trouble 
W--: Frm.covlirmity thereby the Winyon which they have 
 . — conceived, and do conceive of, that is, to be wie- 
&:.” :ked men;forthis is their joy and deftre,that when they 
{., . /are accuſed, rather they covet to dye for their god 
then to live, whereby they are vidtorers, and do over- 
come you, giving rather their lives then to be obedj- 
ent to you, in doing that which you require of them; 
-and here it ſhall not beiineonvenient to advertize you 
ofthe Earthquakes whith have and do happen among 
-us, thatwhen at the ſight of them: you tremble and 
are afraid, then confer your cafe with them, for they 
E- upon a ſure. confidence of their God, are bold and 
EF: feartefle, nfach more then you, who in all the time of 
C:. this your ignorance, both do-worſhip other gods, and 
+ neglettheReligion of Immortality, and ſach Chrt- 
+. | > :fttansas worſhip him, then: you do drive out and per- 
8  fecutethem untodeath; of theſe and ſuch like mar: 
J ters many Preſidents of aur Provinces did write to our 
*, | Fatherof famous memory heretofore, 'to whorn he 


moleſt the Chriſtians, except they werefound in ſame 
treſpaſſe prejudicial againſtthe Empire-of Rowe and 
"tome alſo manythere be,which write ſignifying their 
mind in like manner, to whom 1 have anſwered again 


to ſuch, having no other cauſe, but onely for that they 
are fiich;- Jet him that is. impeached/be releaſed,-and 
diſcharged free 3 Yea although hebe found to be ſuch. 
b-- (that isaChriftian : and let the accuſer ſuſtain the pu- 
Ke: ©: Allhment;@o ly Oo. 

* x CyoA +. This was :written about : 
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#  direfted hisanſwer again, willing: them in no caſe to 


E:, totheſameecffet and manner as my Father did;where--. 
-: Fforeifany hereafter ſhal offerany vexation'or trouble - 
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Faris Aurelius Antonius, Emperour to the Senate and 
People of Rome. <p 
|| Give you hereby to underſtand what I intend todo, page 46. 
as alſo what ſuccefle I have had in my wars in Ger- Anno 175 
many, and with how much difficulty I have victualled pe "i 
my Camp, being compaſled about with ſeventy and cution, 
four fierce Dragons, whom my Scouts deſcried to be 
within nine miles of us,and Poxrperanus our Lieutenant 
JT hath viewed, as he ſignified unto usby his Letters 
{ Whereforel thought no Jeſſe, but to be over-run, and < 
all my bands of ſo great multitude,as well my vaward: _. * 4 
mainward, asrere-ward, with all my Souldjers-of: Ex |, 4:4 
phrata, in whoſe hoſt there were numbred of fighting) 
wen, nine hundred ſeventy and five thouſand 5: Bur 
+j- whenlI ſaw my ſelf not able to encounter with'the e-! © x 
 nemie, Icraved aid of our Courtry gods, at whoſe hands! | ''- ' * þ 
Hinding nocomfort, and being: driven of the Enemy: -*  -:; 
unto an exigent, I cauſed to be ſent. for thoſe mett * 4 #8 
which we call Chriſtians, who being muſtered weres -: Toole 4; 


found a goodindifferent humber, with whom'l was. - 

iz further.xaieith nt had-gopd: cauſe, : as' afrerwards-1*- 
| hadexpatieweebythett marvellous power,who forthe | _. | 
with did their endeavour, butwithout-either weapons: YE, 


 munition; armour,ortrumpets, as men abborringfaph; "352k 
preparations, and furniture, but onely ſatisfiedin teh: 52 
of their God, whom they (carry. about witho them cimt | <_ 
their Conſciences; It js therefore to be .tredited, ade? ors x 
. though we call them wicked, mer, thatithey worſhip 4 
God in their hearts, for, they.falling.proftzateYpon--- ©: 
. the ground, prayed not onely forme, but for the hoſt+ 1; + 42 
: alſo which was with me, |beſeeching their God for **  ®'2, 8 
helpyhthat our,6xtremity of viquals and freſh water,  -_ *. 
for we had been now five dayes without water, and... 
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2 + were in our Enemies Land , even in the midſt. of 


x invincible hand of the moſt mighty God to- be with 


he confeſfing, and being found a Chriſtian, ſhall be in- 


- men to uſe and writeout this'our Decree, taking the 
" :fameout of our Copy, publiquely: in the common 
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Germany, who thus falling upon their faces made their 
Prayer to a God unknown of me 3. And there fel] a- 
mong(t us from Heaven a moſt pleaſant & cold ſhowr, 
but amongſt our Enemies a great: ſtorm of: hail mixt - 
with lightning, ſo that immediately we perceived the 


- Us5 Therefore we gave thoſe men leave to profeſle 
Chriftianity, leaſt perhaps by their Prayer we be: pu- 
-niſhed with the like, and thereby make my ſelf the 
Author of ſuch hurt as ſhall be received by the:Chri- 
ftian profeſſion; and if anyſhall apprehend one thar is 
a Chriſtian onely for that cauſe, I will that he being {} 
apprehended,without puniſhment, may have leaveto 
confeſle the ſame, ſo that there be no other:cauſe ob- 
ma againſt him, more then that he is a Chriſtian, 
bart let his accuſer be burned alive, neither will Ithat -. 


MN 


forced to alter the ſame his Opinion by the Governor 
of any of our Provinces, but left to his own choice; 
and this decree of mine I will to be ratified in the 
Senate Houſe, and command'the faite publiquely - 
IRES745T5 an 


PRES: -” 
trallour 


oo tneC end eGnug 'CoOnrmraer 


that Zarther from thence it_may be Temes 
Provinces by the diligence of Yarations Governour of 
our City of F9lore; and further we give leave to all 


Hall fer forth. - | 
This was written about 480 gears before there 

'Pope; ormeiverſal Biſhop. 4 137 6 
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Emperour and Caeſar Publius Licinins Galienms Pius Fortu- 
. nets Auguſtus, unto Dionyſius to Pina, and to Deme« 
trian, and to all other the like Biſhops, The bountiful be+ 
. .nignity of my gift. ary 
* have willed and commanded to be proclaimed F4e.97:in 
through the whole World, to the intent that els 
ſuch which are detained in baniſhment for Diſcipline on of.che- 
fake may ſafely return home again from whence they /5,,,.” 
came, and for the ſame cauſe I have here ſent to you Euſeb. ib. 
the example of my Reſcript, for you to peruſe and to 7:9: 13- 
enjoy, ſo that no man beſo hardly to vex or moleft 
ou,and this which you may now lawfully enjoy hath 
cen long ſince by me granted,and therefore tor your - 
more warrant in the ſame, I have committed the exs - 
emplar hereof to the cuſtody of Aurelianus Cirenius my 
chief Steward, where you may fet the Copy to ſee at 
your pleaſure. : | ere, Cs © 
This was written in the behalf of the Chriſtians '35**. 77 *. '*:5 
bout 390. years before there was a Pope in Romes +... "<A 
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The Copy of an Epiſtle of Conſtantinus ſext to his Subs ,- i 2 
"Je s inhabiting in the Eaſt, ed 5 AI 


Piftor Conflantinus Maximus Auguſtas, to our loving ſubs + 
jeRs inhabiting throughout the Eaſt parts ſendethigreet>.  » *- 
7120. N | > v3 2 : - : ; : ; : _ 
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| Law. of Nature is contained, doth. glve-unto hour 4 --"M 
all men: (oven as God hath ordained the ſame) ſufhch; iah-per- | *? 


ear perſeverance and underſtanding , both lf. ſuok Jevwai, 
thipgsas man ought to foreſee,” as alſo. what things +; Peg 


orelevitly he ought to meditate, neither is there any ' 2 
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wn thereinto-be doubted,of ſuch which have therr -: 5 
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2 He thing it ſelf which in the flire andmioſt firm Page 5 


= minds directed to the ſcope or work of perfe&un- 
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derſtanding ; ſo that' the perfect comprehending of .. 
ſound xeaſon, and the perſeverance thereof, be.com- 
pared with the Knowledge of God, being the 'True _, 
and Perfe@ Virtue; whereof let no wiſe man be trou- 

- bled; although be ſees divers men of divers diſpofiti- 
ons; for Wiſdom which ſpringeth of Virtue, cannot 
abide or acquaint herſelf with fond 14iots, unlefle 
that (on the other fide) the malice of perverſe lither-i 

neſs prolong her daies, and cauſe the ſame 74iocy to: 

- ſurvive; wherefore aſluredly the Crown and Price; 
of Virtue lyeth open unto all men,and the moſt Migh- 
ty God ordereth the judgement of the ſame : 1 un- 
doubtedly ( as manifeſtly as poſſibleis ) will endea-! 
vour my ſelf to teſtifie and confeſs unto you, all the: 
hops which is 7z me 3 Ithink verily that the Empee: 

Tours:Which before this time .have lately been, even, 

' far their Tiranny, had the Empire takenfrom them, 
and my Father onely exerciſing and uſed all meek- 
neſs and lenity in. his affairs, calling upon God the 
Father with great devotion and humility, hath been 
exalted to th= ſame, andall the reſt as men wanting 
their wits, and in compariſon as ſavige Beaſts, rather 
did give themſelves to hke cruelty, then unto any 
lenity and gentleneſs towards their Subjeas, in 
which Tiranny every one for his time being noſuled, 
utterly ſubverted the True and Unfallible DoGrine, 
and ſo great malice was there kindled in theirBreaſts, 

_ that when all things were in peaceable tranquality, 

they made and. raiſed. moſt cruel and bloody inteſtine 
=o: £ af ervil Warrszit is credibly informed us,thatin thoſe. 
22. dayes: 4pollo ;gave. Anſwers, | but not by .any mans 
© Month, but out of a' certain Cave and dark place, 
g).that he was much diſquietted. by . thalg.that 
jaft men and livers upon the Earth; fo:that 
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| heard that he which then was chief Emperour of Rome, unhap- 


',- which was near about him, made anfwer that they were the 


_ and harboured them whey they were afraid*and fled from iis, 
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nk 
he could or would not for cheid Jeckarh a-truth of ſuch things 
as others demanded, and hereby ic came to paſſethac ſuch fa 
divinations were givenfrom the golden Tables in Apollo's Teme 
ple, and in this thing did higPcopherical Prieſt complain of, 
wheri he took up again the halr of his head that others had con» 
temptuouſly caſt down ? And that the negl: ing of his divina- 
tion wasthe caule of ſo many evils amongſt men ; but let usſce 
what was the end hereof; we now boldly and without all fear 
invocate and worſhip the omnipotent God, When I wasa Child 


Py, yea moſt unhappy man, being ſeduced 2nd brought into 
ecrour by his Souldiers, curiovſly enquired who were thole jult 
men upon the earth that Apollo meant, and one of his Priefts, 


Chriſtians; this anſwer hereupon unro him being as dele&ahie 
as honey untothe mouch, drew the ſword given unto him to be 
revenged upon evil doers and malefaQ&ors, againſt che Prgfefſors, 
of the irreprehenſible San&imony and Religion, and ſtraight, 2? 
way hegave forth a Commiſſion (to bloudy homicides as.I may, ye 
well callcthem ) and gave commandment to all the. udges,that 4 
they ſhould endeavour chemſelves wirh all the canning they, A. 
had, tothe-deviting of more grievous and ſharper punithment: «50 
againſt the poor Chriſtians; then, then [I ſay, a man might have. - 742 
feen how greatly the honeft profeifors of that Religion were Mas. ... £3 
. - £ > HH 4 hatdn? y . 
leſted wich cruelty, and daily ſuffered no {wall injuries, agds 3 
contumelies, and that alſoth+y ſuffered and fuſtained the __ : 


44 - 


wich ſuch temperance, as though they had had noinjuries dod®% +3 
untothem at all, which temperance and patience of theirs was: | - 
the cauſe why the furious Citizens were the niore mad aud ra-. 
ging againſt them; what fires, wharcortures, what Kind of zor-. | 
ments were there, but they withour teſpeC either of age vr ſtx: 
were inforcet} co fexFt=2 £92 0 tt Ree en ea tions 
Then did the earth without donVther (cif bewail her Chil= 
dren, and che round world which containerh all things, being, 
{prinkled and imbrued wich their bloud,.made doleful Yameus. 
eation for them,and the day it ſelf provoked for to mourt.,yas. (8 
made amazed'for them, bur whar is this 'ro purpoſe 2 Now:-ehe, 
very- barbarous Nations rejoyce for their lakes, which. received J: 


keeping them as ic werein moſt loving and amiable Captivity, 
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and they ſaved not onely their lives, but alſo werea defence for 
ir Religion; and now alſo the Roman Nation remembreth, 
d hath before their eyes this blame and ſpot, which the Chri-. 
> Fftians that wereof that time worthily gave unto them, when * 
they by them were baniſhed(as urffic members of theirCommon-_ 
wealth ) amongſt the barbarous people; what needeth to miake © 
further rehearſal cfthe mourning lamencation which the Hea- 
then people themſelves throughout all the world made for the 
pitiful murder and {laughter of them? Aﬀeer that it came to 
paſſe, thac they which were Authors of all cheſe miſchiefs died 
_ alfo, andwerecommirted for their reward to the moſt filthy 
and horrible Dungeon of Hell, they being lo intangled with in-- 
teſtine and civil wars, left alive neither name nor kinſman of- 
"their own, which thing undoubtedly had not chanced, unleſſe 
'the wicked devinations of Apollo's Qracles had deceived and be- 
witched them; To thee therefore now I pray, Oh moſt might y 
God, that thou wilt vouchſafe to be merciful,. and pardon all 
the Eaftparts, and Inhabitants of the ſame, being oppreſſed 
var ho and that by mechy Servant thou wilc of thy 
-goodnefle help and relieve the ſame ; and theſe chings raſhly 
crave | not at thy hands, Qh Lord moſt mighty,and holieſt God' 
of all, for I being perſwaded by the onely Oracles, have both 
begun and alſo finiſhed wholefom: and p:oficable things; and 
further, by the bearing and ſhewing of thine Enfign, have over» 
come a mighty and ſtrong Hoſt, and when any neceſlity of the 
Common-weal (tov my charge committed )requireth thereunto 
following choſe ſigns and tokens of thy vercues) I boldly go 
-forch and fight againſt mine Enemies; and for this cauſe have] 
facrificed my«oul unto thee, purified and cleanſed both with 
thy love and fear; Yeatruly, thy Name do 1 fincerely love,and- 
thy power dol reverence, which by many tokens and wonders - 
hath ſhewed and confirmed thereby my beliefand faith ; There- 
fore will I do my endeavour, and bend my {elf thereunto, that . 
I may, re-edifie thy moſt holy Houſe, which thoſe wicked and 
ungodly Emperors, have with ſo great ruine laid waſte 3 thy peo- 
-. Pte do defice to bring and eſtabliſh in firm ow and: tran»: 
F, quillicy, /ap& chat for the publick. utility of all the Inhabitants 
p.---*:6f che raſh, thoſe which yet erre, and are our of the way, :en- 
6 - > 5 ye hchtficof peace and. quiernefſe with and amongſt the 
- .. - RUtabet' of che faichful ſorry for I-crufſt the refticution-of wy ; 
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"> Bkeſociety and participation may be a means to bring. them 
alſo that erre into the perfe& way of verity; Let no man ther® 
fore be grievous one unto another, but whatever man thinKerh 

” beft, that let him do,for ſuch as are wiſe ought throughly to be 

er{waded, that they onely mean to live holily, and as they 
ſhould do, whom the Spirit of God moveth to take their delight 
and recreation in reading his holy will; and if others wilfully 
will go out cf the way, cleaving to the Synagogues of falſe do- 
Arine, they may at their own perilz as for us we have the moſt 
worthy houſe, or congregation of Gods verity, which he accor- 
ding to his own goodnefle and nature hath given us ; and this 
alſo we'wiſh unto them, that with like participation and com» 
mon conſent, they may feel with us the ſame dele&ation of 
mind; for this our Religion is neither new nornewly invented, 
but is as old as we believe the Creation of the world tobe, and 
which God hath commanded to be celebrated with ſuch worſhip 
as both ſeemed and pleaſed him; but all living men are Lyars, 

and are deceived with divers and ſundry deluſions; Thou O 

God for Chriſt thy Sons ſake, ſuffer not this wickednefſe again 

to root, thou haſt ſet up a clear and burning Light,thav thereby 

as many as thou haſt cholen may comeunto thee, theſethy mi- 

racles approved the ſame, it is thy power thac keepeth us in 

innocency and fidelity, the Sun and the Moon run their ap- 
pointed-courſe, neither yet in ranging wiſe wander the Stars 

co what place of the world they liftthemſelves, the dayes, years, 4 

months and times keep their appointed turns, the earch abi>.  **74 

deth firm and -unremovable at thy word, and the wind at the 3» 

4, time (by thee dire&ed) ftormeth and bloweth, the ſtreaming 

watering flouds ebb n time according as they flow, the raging. 
Sea abideth within her bounds and limits, and for that the O- - 
cean Sea ſtretcherh out her ſelf in equal length and breadth 
with the whole earth, this muſt needs be wrought with ſome 
marvellous workmanſhip of thine own hand, which thing'un-- 
lefſe it were at chy will made nd diſpoſed, without all doubr fo 
great difference and partition between would ere this time have 

- broughec utter ruine and deftruftion both to the life of man, as 

to a)| that belongeth co man befide, which for that they have 
ſuch great and hage confli&s among themſelves, as alfo'tht in- 
vitible Spirits have; We give thee thanks ©'Lord moſt mighty, | 
Got of all Gods, that all mankind 'hath not been deftroyed. 2s 

7 | B2 cherebyz 
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*.* thereby; Surely even asgreatly as.chy benigniry.andigentlene(s” 
"36 menifelted by diversand ſundry-benetics beſtowed apon-us; | 
1o. much alſo is the fame fet forth and declared in the diſcipline: 
.of thy eterna} Word to'thoſe thatibe heavenly wife, and apply * 
themſelves crotheattainment: of fincere and'true vertue but 
tf any ſuch there be thac little regard, or have but ſmall reſp: & 
unco the conſideration thereof, let them nat blame or-Jay' a 
it in others that do the ſamegfor that Phy tick whereby health . 
3s:0btained, is manifeftly offered unto all men 3 Now therefore 
, kt.ng man. go.abont, to (ubverc that which .experience it ſelf 
_ doth {hcw (pf neceſſity ) tobe pureand good; Let us therefore 
: altogether uſe the participacion of this benefit. bettowed upon + 
. he, 2W,.that3s toſay, the benefir of peace and tranquillity, ſerting 
+7 apart all controverſi:, and let no. man hurt or be prejud cial to 
his ellow for that thing wherein he thinkerh himſelf to have 
done well, if by that which,any man knoweth and hath expe- 
Tience of, hethinketh he may profic his-neighbour, let him do 
the ſame, if nor let him giv- over,and remirit till another time, 
for there is a great diverſicy betwixt the willing and the volun- 
tary embracing of Religion, and that when a man is therennto_ 
informed, & counſcledzof.theſe things bavel made a more large 
diſcourſe, than indeed the ſcope & mediocrity requireth, eſpeci- 
ally becauſe I would not have my feich{ touching the verity ) 
to be hid, for that I hear there be ſome which complain the old 
BI accuſtomed haunting of their Temples, and that the power of 
"8 ſuch darknefle is cut off and taken awagy, which.thing ſurely 
4 I would take in better part, wereit not that che violent rebelli- 
on of flagitizvserrour were fo fixed in many mens hearts, where- + 
by they thirſt afcer the-utter ſubyeraon of the Common- weal 
and Empire. 
xp This (was. written about. 399 years before there was a Pope, or 
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. - univerſal Biſhop in Rome. | 
Y The Copy of the Emperial Conſtitution of Conftantinus, and Licini- 
: . 7 .U8+-fo7 the eſtabliſhing of the free worſhipping of God after. the Chri- | 
age 77. 58 len Religion OL AN 3s. 
Sbout An. tg Of longagone we weighing -wich our-felves, that the he | 
219. in. Ne. ;berty. .2nd, freedom of Religion, -oughe not in any 
nth caſe.co-beprohbibiged, bur chas free: leave oughtito be given es: ; | 
- eyery-tamr-co-do-. therein, according:co/ his will. and mind}: . - 
x ANT «. Ul | 
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We havegiven commandment to all men to qualifie matters 


OY 
-» 


of Religion as they themlelves thought good, and that alſothe . 


Chriftians ſhould keep the opinions and Faith of their Religi- 
. on 3 bur becauſe that many and ſundry opinions by the ſame 
our firſt Licence ſpring and increaſe through ſuch liberty gran= 
ted, We thought good manifeſtly te add thereunto, and make 
Plain (uch things whereby perchance ſome of them in time to 
- Come may from ſuch their obſervance belet or hindred z; When 
therefore by proſperous ſucceſle,I Conftantinus Auguſtus; and I 
Linicius Argujius Came to Meadiliolanum, and there fat in Coun- 
:cil upon ſuch things as ſerved for the utility and profic of the 
"Common: Wea),thefe things amongit others we thought would 
be beneficial to all men, yea and before all other things we 
purpolſed to eſtabliſh choie things wherein the true Reverence 
and Worſhip of God is comprehended, that is, to give.unto 
the Chriftians free choice to follow what Religion they think 
good, and whereby the fame ſincerity and celeſtial grace,which 


18 in every place received, may alfo be embraced and accepted” 


of all our1oving Subje&s ; according therefore unto this bur 
pleaſure upon good adviiement and ſound judgement, we have 
Decreed, that no man {o hardy be denied to chuſe and follow 


the Chriſtian obſervance or Religion, bur thac this liberty be. 


given to every man, that he may apply his mind to what R& 
ligion he thinketh meet himſelf, whereby God may perform 


upon us all his accuſtomed care and goodnefſe; To the intent 


therefore you might know that this is 0ur pleaſure, We thought 


it neceffary this to write unto you, whereby all ſuch errors and | 


opinions being removed, which in our former Letters being 
ſent unto you 1n the behalf of the Chriſtians are contained, 
and which ſeem very undeſcreet and contrary to our clemenep 
may be niade fruſtrace and annihilate; Now 'therefore frtwly 
and freely We will and command, that every man;havea free 
liberty to obſerve the Chriſtian Religion, and'thatwithourany; 
grief or , moleſtation he may be ſuffered to :d> the {ames 
Theſe things have we thought good to ſignifieunto youu by: ag 
plain words as we may, that we bavegiven ro-the;Chrifhangs: 


free and abſoJute power to keep and uſe their/Religionz/atid forr 


fo much agthi1:berey is abſolutely given .of-us unto; ther; ea! 
uſe aud ixercile their formeroblervancezif any be difpeſed,rv 
is manifeſt that the ſame kelpeth much'to eſtabliſh the publiqitz 

Bn ; = __rran> 


[ 


"* Ls d Ban 4; Fr” 2 
Tn” on 


iy 


to uſe and chuſe what kind of worſhipping: he liſt bimſelt; 
and thisis doneof us onely for the intent that we would have 
no njan to be enforced to one Religion more than anotker;and 
this thing alſo amongf others we have provided for .che Chri- 
ftians, that they may have again the poſleſſion of luch placesin 
. which hererofore they have been accuſtomed co make their Aſ- 
ſemblies; ſo that if any have bought or purchaſed the ſame ei- 
- ther of us or of any other, the ſame places wichouc either mo- 
_ ney orother recompence forthwith and without delay We will 
fo be reſtored again unto the ſaid Chriftians; And if any man 
have obtained the ſame by gifc from us, and ſhall require any 
recompence to be made to them in that behalf, then lec the 
Chriſtians repair to the Preſident, being the Judge appointed 
for that place, that confideration may be had of choſe men by 
our benignity; all which things we Will and Command thac 
you feeto begiven and reftored freely,and with diligence unto 
theſociety of the Chriſtians, all delay ſer apart; And becauſe 
the Chriftians themſelves are underſtood ro have had not only 
thoſe places wherein they were accuſtomed to reſort together, 
bur certain, other peculiar places alſo, not being private co any 
one man, buc belonging to the right of their Congregation and 
Society 3 You (hall ſee alſo all choſe to be reftored unto the 
Chriftians, that is to ſay, to every Fellowſhip and Company 
of them, according to the Decree whereof we have made mens 
tion, all delay ſet apart 3 Provided that the order we have ta- 
ken in the mean time be obſerved, that if any, tgking no re- 
compence, ſhall reftore the ſame Lands and Polifions, they 


a = 6 TP 

A _ all theſe things it ſhall be your part to employ your diligence 

in the behalf of che foreſaid company of Chriſtians, wherby this 
our commandment may ſpeedily be accompliſhed, and alſo in 
this caſe by our clemency the common and publick peace may 
be preſerved; for undoubredly by this means,as before we have 


many caſes we have had'good experience) ſhall alwayes conti- 
nue with us; And co the intent that this onr Conſticution may 
be notifiedtoalk men;ic ſhall be requifice chat the copy of theſe 
ersde fetud in all places, that men may read and know 

onld beignorant thereof. - | 
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eranquiliity of our time, every man to have Licenſe and liberty + - 


. hall not miſtruſt, but be ſure to be ſaved harmlefle by us. In - 


faid, the good will and faveur of God towards us (whereof in 
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A He Majeſty of our moſt gratiousand Soveraign Lords the 


| cavo Þ 
This was written about 330 years before there was a Pope or uni- 
verſal Biſhop at Rome, t 


Maximinus the Emperor in' the behalf of the Chriſtians, pag 745i n ; 
| rne renth*: 
Mongft other things, which-for the benefic and commos» P<riccuri- 
dity of the Common- wealth we eſtabliſhed, we command» 5”, Anno 7 
ed to reform all chings according to the ancient Laws and pub- 
lique Diſcipline of the Romaus; And alſo to ule this policys 
that the Chriftians, which had forſaken the Religion of their 
Forefathers, ſhould be broughe again to the right way, for ſuch 
phancaſtical /fingularity was among(t them, that thoſe things 
which their Elders had received and allowed, they reje&edand 
diſallowed,deviſfing every man ſuch Laws as they thought gaod, 
and obſerved the lame, aſſembling in divers places great mul» 
titudes of people; Therefore when our forelaid Decree was 
Proclaimed, many there were that felt the penalty thereof, 
and many being troubled therefore ſuffered many kinds of 
death; And becauſe we ſee yet that there be many which pegs 
ſeverein the ſame. which neither give due worſhip uutothe ces 
leftal Gods, neither receive the God of the Chriſtians, we he- 
ving reſpet.to our accuſtomed benignity, wherewith we are 
wont to ſhew favour unto all men, think good in this cale alfo 
to extend our clemency, that the Chriftians may be again to- 
lerated, and appoint them places where again they may meet 
together, ſo that they do nothing contrary to publick- order 
and diſcipline ; By another Epiſtle we mean to preſcribe unto 
the Judges, what thall be convenient for them to doz Where- 
fore according as this our bountiful clemency deſerveth, lee 
them make Iatercefſion to God for our Health, Common-weal,.. 
and:for th-mlelves, that in all places the ſtate of the Com- 
mon-wezl may be preſerved, and chat they themſelves may be 
able ſafely co live within rheir bounds. Erſeb. lib. 6. cap.ult. 
' This was-written about 340 years before there was a Pope or unt- 
ver ſal Bilhop in Rome. 


Sabinus the Emperors chief Officer wrote his pleaſure in this wiſe. . pu: 7 2 4 
318;in- che. 
: ” oo, ns *> reoth pers: 

Emperours hath lately decreed with ſpecial dibigenes and fecution, --; 
| Py . | | 6 _. GEV. 
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Corte: co diflent fromthe Rowan 4 wag ; they ing ini manner "5 
__ of living, ſhould exhibitcorhe'immorcal-Gods their due and © © 
w - 2x Proper wortbip ; bur che'wi [fil arid 'obftinare'mind;of divers ſo. 
En. 2 17 much. and-ſo.contiqually reſiſted the (ame, thar by no evade” 
* means chey: might be reyagked'from their'/purpoſe,neither ma 
affeaid+by:any terror; or-puniftimienc; becauſe therefore ir (6; 
5 ES. rho 'that by. chis means many-put themſelves in; pes | 
5. © "iDilandgin Jopardy;the Majetty ok our Soveraign-Lords the Ems: 
-... pexbrgzaccording corheir noble piecy, conſidering-chat it was, 
$120. Ir irFro! yang .Princely.Majeſties, that ſuch things-ſhould. bes 
" whereby {o many; men and much people-ſhould be deſtroyed: 
es ave me in charge tharwith-diligence I ſhould write unto youy/ 
--- *that,3fany of che Chriftians from henceforth forcune co:be cas. 
{i eweon. the exerciſe of their Religion, that 1n no/ no wiſe you, 
= moleſt the ſatne, neither for chat;cauſe do” you jadge any: man 
- worthy. of puniſhment, for that in all chis rime ic hath evidents 
1y-«ppeared,that.by no means they mighc be alluced from ſuch. 
uineſe 3"It. is.therefore requiſite chat yourwiſdom. write, 
tor, GCapenns and Conſtables :of every Cicy. and 


Wes Va Se at: they. nowie por £0: be Larvful forcherii.to! © 


ol "do: -contrary-to-the, -pfeferipr. of this: commandyeftit, neither 
L "_ they: -preſucze roAtrempt the:lame, Eufeb libag Gape. 117 © (11.48 


This: was-written about. three hundred and rhirty years bj et 
_bbere: was a Pope or. chief Biſhop at Rome. Os es 
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